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OUT OF THIS WORLD VISITOR LANDS AT  

EINSTEIN CHARTER SCHOOL  

Astronaut Pam Melroy Tells Students To ‘Aim High’ 

Einstein Charter School students had an “out of this world” experience when former 
NASA astronaut and shuttle commander Pam Melroy gave them a first-hand account 
of her spaceflight missions when she visited the school on December 14. 

�“This is an exciting event for our students,” said Einstein principal Shawn Toranto 
“made even more exciting by the fact that the NASA Michoud Facility is so close by. 
It makes this very real and inspires the young minds at Einstein.” 

The first Orion spacecraft structure is being completed this week at NASA’s Michoud 
Assembly Facility and will soon be shipped to Lockheed Martin in Denver, where it 
undergoes rigorous testing to ensure Orion meets the structural demands of ascent, on-
orbit operations and safe landings for human spaceflight. 

Pam Melroy, who spoke to the students, is now Director and Deputy Program 
Manager for Space Exploration Initiatives Program Office with Lockheed Martin and 
works on NASA’s Orion project. Lockheed Martin is the prime contractor to NASA 
for the Orion crew exploration vehicle – the nation’s next generation spacecraft that 
features advanced technologies for more complex and challenging spaceflight 
missions throughout our solar system. The Orion team is preparing for its first orbital 
flight test in just over two years. 

Melroy is a veteran space shuttle commander who joined NASA as an astronaut 
candidate in 1994.  She has flown three space shuttle missions, served as the Deputy 
Project Manager for the Columbia crew survival investigation and was the 



Reconstruction Lead on the Columbia Crew Module. She most recently served as the 
Branch Chief for the Astronaut office working on the Orion crew exploration vehicle. 
A former Air Force test pilot, Melroy is a veteran of JUST CAUSE and DESERT 
SHIELD/DESERT STORM, logging over 200 combat and combat support hours. She 
also served as a lead test pilot for development of the C-17 aircraft. She retired from 
the Air Force as a Colonel in February 2007. Melroy joined the Lockheed Martin 
Exploration and Science team in August 2009 as Director and Deputy Program 
Manager of the Space Exploration Initiatives Program Office. 

For more information about the Orion spacecraft go to:      

http://www.lockheedmartin.com/Orion 

For more information about Pam Melroy go to:      

www.jsc.nasa.gov/Bios/htmlbios/melroy.html 

For more information, call Ann DiVincenti at 504-324-7457, or visit the 
website: www.einsteincharter.org. 

 
 

Einstein is an open admission, Pre-K through 8th grade charter school with a 
proven track record of providing students with a high quality competitive 
education in a technologically rich environment. Einstein integrates 
mathematics and science in interdisciplinary curricula to promote the ideals 
and habits of lifelong learning. Einstein offers a variety of quality 
extracurricular activities to further provide exceptional educational 
experiences for all students who attend. Due to its diverse, culturally rich 
student population, Einstein implements one of the largest ESL programs for 
elementary students in the city. Einstein Charter School provides academic 
excellence for all students through teamwork, involving all stakeholders. 

 
Photo #1: Astronaut Pam Melroy joined by Einstein Charter School 6th grade students (l-
r): �Left to right: Kelsey Lunkins,Marissa Trinh,Nyarre Hudson, Pamela Melroy, Deyondria 
Eugene.  
 
Photo #2:  
Astronaut Pam Melroy, Director and Deputy Program Manager for Space Exploration 
Initiatives Program Office with Lockheed Martin and part of NASA’s Orion project being 



completed this week at NASA’s Michoud Assembly Facility, speaks to Einstein 
students Sarah Tran and Yen Phan.  
 
Photo #3: Astronaut Pam Melroy, Director and Deputy Program Manager for Space 
Exploration Initiatives Program Office with Lockheed Martin and part of NASA’s Orion 
project being completed this week at NASA’s Michoud Assembly Facility, speaks to 
Einstein students about her experiences on three space shuttle missions. 

 

 



 

 
 


